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had been popular and hospitable as usual; had made
a judicious witty speech; had listened to a current
Puritan sermon; and that, as usual, the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company had neither gone hun-
gry nor dry.

"Oct. 20, 1701. Mr. Cotton Mather came to Mr. Wilkins'
shop and there talked very sharply against me as if I had used
his father worse than a neger; spake so loud that people in the
street might hear him. Then went and told Sam, that one
pleaded much for negroes and he had used his father worse
than a negro and told him that was his (Sam's) father. I had
read in the morn Mr. Dod's saying * Sanctified afflictions are
good promotions/ I found it now a cordial. ' When my father
and my mother forsake me then the Lord taketh me up.' Oct.
22. I with Major Walley and Capt Saml Checkley speak with
Mr. Cotton Mather at Mr. Wilkins'. I expostulated with him
from i Tim. 5. i. Rebuke not an elder. He said he had con-
sidered that. I told him of his book of the Law of Kindness
for the Tongue, whether this were correspondent with that.
Whether correspondent with Christ's rule. He said having
spoken to me before there was no need to speak to me again;
and so justified his reviling me behind my back. Charged the
council with lying hypocrisy, tricks, and I know not what all.
I asked him if it were done with that meekness as it should;
answered, yes. Charged the Council in general, and then showed
my share, which was my speech in Council viz. If Mr. Mather
[Increase, the father] should go again to Cambridge to reside
there with a resolution not to read the Scriptures and expound
in the Hall, I fear the example of it will do more hurt than his
going thither will do good. This speech I owned. Said Mr.
Corwin at Reading, upbraided him saying, This is the man you
dedicate your books to. I asked him if I should suppose he
had done something amiss in his church as an officer, whether
it would be well for me to exclaim against him in the street for
it. (Mr. Wilkins would fain have had him gone into the inner
room but he would not.) I told him I conceived he had done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